Nursing care of the mechanically ventilated patient in itu: 2.
This article, the second in a two-part series, outlines the role of the nurse in assessing and implementing aspects of care of the mechanically ventilated patient in the intensive care unit, including sedation, communication, safety, nutrition, and the needs of patients' visitors. The ultimate goal (Where possible) is to help the patient manage without the ventilator. This process is referred to as 'weaning' and often involves the nurse participating in intricate patient assessment and the implementation of specialized care. The need for a multidisciplinary approach to patient care is emphasized.